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Swanberg, jerked the lanyard the Columbiad gun Cummings 
First Blood: The Story Fort Sumter the Charleston Harbor 4:30 A.M. April 


339p. $5.95. 12, 1861, the first shot the Civl War had been fired. 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—February And most also know that four years later, the same 


For Civil War buffs this historical masterpiece will month but the ninth day when the “oray 
must for those who have always conceived Lee surrendered the unkempt Grant 
struggle between the North and the South sleepy village Virginia called Appomattox, the 
the tragedy the nation, this volume will supply brawl would close another gory page the 
prologue, much the tenor Greek chorus, annals “Man’s injustice man.” But what most 
the bloody struggle 1861-1865; and, for the not know, and what the theme First Blood 
public who like either history straight fiction, that the entire gamut the Civil War was rehearsed, 
these pages will prove history par excellence and and consummated pile rubble the 
may read much more intriguing than the slumbrous harbor Charleston, South Caro- 
ction. lina. This was the seed-bed and hatching flat the 
Every school child already knows that when was here that reason seems have fled 
bedecked and bewildered, erect and proud, breasts and with that irony which the face 


chool 

into 

ment, 

crease 


the Muse called history seems most ready always 
exhibit. 
“Sumter started the greatest war this land ever knew,” 
the author says summary. “It was not point 
selected for surprise attack. represented the North- 
South quarrel miniature, the crisis sizzled there for 
months, gradually gaining intensity until the explosion 
came.” Step step, from November 1860 April, 
1861, with meticulous and careful use all historical 
apparatus, the author enacts this prologue war with 
readability that will please the severest critic the 
casual reader who might bored with the dull fare 
current programs. Maps contained within the 
volume will help visualize the fort the harbor 
well the attacking points Mt. Pleasant, Fort Moul- 
trie, Cummings Point and Fort Johnson. series 
pictures will greatly add the relish the text, show- 
ing the principal actors from theatrical dramatis 
personae. detail seems have been omitted; but 
nowhere the pages will the reader bogged down 
details because each one important the script. 
Above all Mr. Swanberg’s handling the people 
who went make this drama which will surely 
make the book quickly find itself among the best sellers. 
Obviously, the tragic and heroic figure Major Robert 
Anderson “front and center.” portrayed with 
the pathos and understanding that Euripides would 
have given him, with the soul-searching 
sense duty flag and country which Shakespeare 
defended his immortal soliloquies Hamlet 
Henry The victim frustrated Buchanan and 
befuddled Lincoln, the object pity and admiration 
both the loyal Unionist and the fire-brands 
Charleston, Anderson emerges from these pages the 
forgotten man the Civil War. His subordinates, 
Doubleday, Foster, Hall and others play their minor 
roles with the characteristics engendered their en- 
vironmental background. Beauregard, Pickens and Jeff 
Davis make their entrances and exits manner be- 
fitting their personalities. Politicians the capitols 
Washington and Montgomery (Alabama) speak their 
roles manner which, spite this space age, 
clearly indicates that the fundamentals and the mores 
the vote-makers just about static all generations. 
fitting epitaph this tragedy concludes the book. 
took place Friday, April 14, 1865, when Major, 
that time Major-General, Anderson returned the 
scene his surrender, full dress dinner given 
the Charleston Hotel commemorating the Epilogue 
the ghastly struggle between North and South. His 
toast was give you the good, great, the honest man, 
Abraham Lincoln.” that moment, the President 
was chuckling quietly himself Ford’s Theater 
the capitol, while Booth was fumbling with the door 
handle. Stranger than fiction? Yes, indeed. 

Berkeley Kines, 

St. Joseph’s College, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Allen, Ralph Peace River Country 
Doubleday. Jan. 20,1958. $3.75. 
(Literary Guild Choice—February 
(Double 

Chris Sondern was common “drunk”; rather was 
something legend throughout Saskatchewan: 


Swanberg Allen 
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alcoholic the grand manner whose exploits had 
brought him “sort minor canonization.” his 
long-suffering wife, Bea, and his two children, Harold 
and Kally, Chris was both omnipresent threat 
their present happiness and, the same time, ip. 
centive driving them toward the sanctuary the 
“Peace River Country,” idyllic valley the Alberta. 
British Columbia border, where they hope one day 
find their promised land. 


Peace River Country the Canadian novelist Ralph 
Allen has made use the classic theme flight and 
pursuit. follow its pages the fortunes 
Sondern and her children they move from town 
town across the Canadian prairie country, from Regina 
Dobie, from Dobie Elevator, from Elevator 
Moose Jaw. Always they are flight from Chris whom 
they love but can longer live with. And always 
their flight brings them little closer the valley 
their dreams, the “Peace River Country.” And 
ways just behind them, like the shadow fate they 
can never hope escape, the pursuing figure 
Chris. The hunter finally tracks down his quarry 
Moose Jaw. Here Chris haunts the school yards the 
city hoping for glimpse his children. Mistaken 
police for pervert who had murdered small child 
neighboring community, Chris hunted the 
city’s detectives; flees from them drunken terror, 
falls beneath the wheels train, loses both his legs, 
and dies hospital surrounded his wife and 
dren whom has found last. 


Mr. Allen tells his tale well, with dignity and restraint. 
His peculiar gifts are best evidenced, seems this 
reviewer, two directions: genuine ability create 
character, and uncanny eye for the dramatic the 
commonplace revealed his descriptions prairie 
towns and their people. 


Bea Sondern possibly the most successful piece 
characterization. Few readers will forget her 
ness, her love, her chronic optimism, her belief the 
curative powers cup cocoa, and her simple faith 
get-rich schemes which range from 
machine the selling Chrismas cards April. But 
there are other lesser successes among the novel’s 
acters: the two children, the romantic dreamer Kally, 
and her realistic older brother, Harold; C.P.R. (for 
Canadian Pacific Railway) Chatsworth, the kindly 
road man who befriends the Sonderns; Dutch Reiseling, 
small town baseball hero, who “once struck out twenty 
the final game the tournament Minot, North 
Dakota”; and, last but means least, that 
drinker Chris Sondern himself, pathetic symbol the 
“good guy” who destroys not only his own life but 
those the people loves well. 


The setting will introduce many readers the United 
States unfamiliar region. The Saskatchewan 
towns along the right way the Canadian Pacific 
come life for and see them they must have 
been twenty-five years ago. Local color writing 
its very best. 


This deeply moving novel, and its author 
congratulated. may well take his place the 
pany such first rate Canadian practitioners the 
novelist’s art Mazo Roche and Morley Cal 
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The work heartily recommended for the 


adult reader. 


Stephen Ryan, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Hough, Henry Beetle The New England Story 
Random House. Jan. 346p. $3.95. 


(Literary Guild Choice—February 
(Double Selection) 


likely that for many years come the whole sub- 
ject New England will fascinate each new generation 
American writers. There certain aura sardonic 
reticence about the New England character which chal- 
lenges the author pry beneath that surface, find 
the depths which must lie below. Grace Metalius did 
recently manner that suggested turning over 
rocks swamp. Henry Beetle Hough does an- 
other manner The New England Story. 

Two stories run through the novel. First there the 
story old Enoch Adams, ancient captain whaler, 
who lived marry unusual wives, and beget strange 
children, who begot strange children. also 
the story Edgecomb Hartwell who, coming the 
little village track down the reay story Enoch 
Adams, finds himself gradually caught the life 
the village and the still lingering traces old Enoch. 


manifestly absurd attempt tell the story 
three generations three hundred and forty-six pages, 
but somehow the story gets told. And told well. Enoch 
comes out the pages this novel very real char- 
acter. His wives live, and above all his daughter Char- 
ity comes life. And this, mind you, while the story 
the present generation also being told. 

Mr. Hough true professional. Given most un- 
likely problem solve, sets about the solution with 
move story, and knows how make his char- 
acters live from their first words the story. not 
great novel, but very good one. Mr. Hough 
has taken unusual structural approach the telling 
the story, but gets away with it. sure that 
the title just bit too pretentious for the book, but 
good writing job, and the title sells few more 
copies, the money will have been well spent. 
written for mature adults, and should enjoyed 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Janet Genesee 


Lippincott. 350p. $3.95. 


This novel begins 1799 and centers about the Fair- 
childs, Cyrus and Elsa and their two children, George 
and Helen. They left their home Albany and be- 
came one the pioneer families the Genesee Valley, 
New York. Others followed their example, and soon 
the wilderness disappeared and gave way flourish- 
ends fourteen years later during the 
but nevertheless important War 1812. 


Cyrus the most important figure the first half 
the book. his industry and integrity gradually 


Hough O’Daniel Roark 
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becomes the most respected man this region. The 
second half mainly the love story his daughter 
Helen, who has grown into beautiful woman. She 
torn between her affection for two men, Josiah Black- 
burn and Marcus Hook. 


Josiah solid citizen and brilliant lawyer. the 
representative the newcomers the Genesee Valley, 
who have built comfortable homes and seek the ameni- 
ties civilized life. Marcus, the contrary, child 
the wilderness where was born and raised. 
restless and wanders whenever the spirit moves him. 
Despite his wealth, for shrewd trader, lives 
and dresses like the Indians and ill east among 
the people his own race. Moreover, has the un- 
happy faculty antagonizing others, and even his good 
deeds create suspicion and arouse jealousy and dislike. 
virtually ostracized the whites when his first 
love, the daughter the Protestant minister, dies under 
tragic circumstances. But all forgiven when 
colossal bluff forces the British abandon the attack 
they had planned the new settlement. Whom, then, 
will Helen marry, Marcus Josiah? 


One tends from long experience discount the lavish 
praise publisher for author whose work 
publishing. But that given Janet O’Daniel the 
blurb this book seems well justified. She shows 
everywhere complete mastery the period, the 
people and the place which she writes. The thou- 
sands details about how the men and women lived, 
dressed and spoke those days, the furniture their 
homes, the food they ate, the tools they used, and the 
simple amusements they had, could only acquired 
hours patient research. 

With the exception one suggestive scene the moral 
tone uniformly high. addition all this 
splendidly written. matter fact worth 
buying and reading for the style alone. are told 
that this the first book she herself has written. But 
will surely only the precursor other novels 
her about early American history. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Roark, Garland The Lady and the Deep Blue Sea 
Doubleday. Jan. 16,1958. 256p. $3.95. 

Sea stories fascinate. This tale clipper ships and 
fantastic race exception. Garland Roark who 
gave Wake the Red Witch home aboard ship. 
For those interested ships clipper days this good 
entertainment. arouse interest the young, this 
good start. For all the flavor seaman’s life 
here without recourse the vulgar. 

The characters the story are drawn broadly and 
along Hollywood lines. Captain Broadwinner, skipper 
the Calcutta Eagle, the Errol Flynn sea-captain: 
dashing, foolhardy, handsome and brave. termed 
“The Prince Sea-Captains” and his name heralded 
around the globe. His exploits are far fetched but this 
melodrama and the character fits the scheme. His 
wife, Jenny, really the protagonist. She more than 
just the power behind the wheel. qualities are 


also cinematic ideals. Not only she perfect wife but 
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board ship she Doctor, Navigator, Father Con- 
fessor. add tang the rush sea and waves 
turbulent love story husband and wife complicated 
just bit the wild manners Captain Broadwinner 
and the attraction George Cartwright, owner the 
vessel. His interest Jenny obvious throughout but 
the character Jenny stands out striking contrast 
the devious workings most heroines put, their 
creators, similar situations. 

But the burden the book the tale mighty race. 
Captain Broadwinner challenges Mayo Keyes and his 
clipper race from Melbourne, Australia, back home 
Boston. The stakes are high; the journey long and 
fearful. From Boston with cargo south past 
South America, across the Tropic Capricorn into the 
Pacific and all the way San Francisco. the 
voyage pass into the different climactic changes 
sea and experience the thrills stormy waters. From 
Frisco the China Coast; from Singapore over the 
Java Sea and the South West coast Australia. 
From Melbourne the race joined and its strange con- 
clusion adds enough surprise. 


Here, then, simple tale thrilling race between 
clipper ships that period our American history. 
should interest, especially those who love ships and 
sea. melodrama and says nothing profound. But 
for quiet entertainment should please. 

Daniel Linehan, 

Chaptico, Maryland 


Byron, Ronald Hamilton Avenue 
Macmillan. Jan. 21, 1958. 280p. $3.75. 


Here first novel which delves knowingly into the 
life black men reared the all-negro township 
Newclare, near Johannesburg, far from the limitless 
South African veldt where their ancestors roved for 
untold generations. Hamilton Avenue many- 
faceted thoroughfare Newclare, overflowing with 
childish love, wild violence, superstition 
break; and portrayed vividly and understandingly 
the author, white native Johannesburg who 
practicing physician among the blacks. Inevitably in- 
fluenced Hollywood and intrigued the scientific 
marvels the white man, Byron’s characters adapt 
themselves quite well their new environment; but 
the back their minds there always lurks supersti- 
tious awareness evil spirits, the dark powers bag 
bones and the potency strange herbs and powders. 


The story revolves around the affairs the family 
Moses Meno and his neighbors. Moses was 
perous merchant who dispensed soft drinks, tobacco 
and biscuits his neighbors and, the process, ac- 
quired much money and position that felt im- 
pelled add second and younger wife his menage 
order satisfy his sexual appetite and beget addi- 
tional offspring, the five that wife Christiana had pro- 
duced being insufficient his way thinking. 

The wide-ranging effects the life crime into which 
his eldest son, Andrew, plunged, however, dominate 
this novel and bring much tribulation the Meno 
household and the entire community. Mother, 
father, brothers and sisters are scorched the escapades 
the youth who finally hanged for his repeated 
offenses against society. 


Byron Hoffman 


Best 


This not profound novel any sense; neither 
extraordinary; yet teems with excellent characteriza. 
tion. One the most interesting figures flitting 
the pages elderly Daniel Ndlovu, huge vegetable 
peddler who has sired numerous progeny without 
fit nuptials and who wont consume vast 
tities native beer each weekend before taking 
stand street corner and lustily singing popular 
songs for hours time. Daniel, shrewd and 
ageous, particularly dominates the civil war which 
divided the city after had been cunningly fanned 
into flame the mirthless master criminal who had 
shaped young Andrews’ grotesque career. 


Fast-paced and colorful, dealing does with new 
type society, Hamilton Avenue makes good reading 
especially for persons interested the social 
because the author obviously sympathizes with his 
acters and understands their psychologies. Most adults 
will find interesting picture life which com- 
pletely alien anything they will ever experience. 


Main Line Times, 
Ardmore, Pennsylvania 


Hoffman, William Days the Yellow Leaf 
Doubleday. Jan. 354p. $3.95. 


William Hoffman’s second novel shows the same pre- 
occupation with eccentric psychology his earlier The 
Trumpet Unblown. study of:a baffling, 
times incredible, father-son relationship that also probes 
into the oddities every important character. After 
climax shocking violence, dwindles into in- 
congruously mild and perhaps sentimental conclusion; 
yet shows narrative skill handling great diversity 
action many different fronts. distract 
from some the unrealities character and incident, 
the book depends considerably sex, suicide, and in- 
sobriety for its effect. 


Tod Young, the hero, has more complexes than text- 
book abnormal psychology. The son wealthy 
banker, has grown deep disappointment 
his parents, who more understand him than 
does them. Rejecting home and heritage, first 
was consumed Messianic urge, studied semi- 
nary, and lived the slums trying reform the world. 
Failure there deepened sense inadequacy that 
strangely joined dislike being any way better 
than anyone else. even fearful having things 
well for himself. Then entered the war and 
tried get himself killed reckless exposure 
fire; instead received chestful medals for 
bravery. 


Now has married Grace Sand, the final hope for 
social position and income her frowsy mother, and 
comes the bank for the job leading eventua 
assumption his father’s position that has hitherto 
spurned. This surrender conventionalism sheerly 
external, but does bring temporary, though uneasy, 
happiness both sets parents and Grace. Tod makes 
occasional visit his old buddies the slum, Danny 
and Grant, but for the most part accepts the 
five routine and all its inanities. 
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The eruption comes when Danny arrested for forging 


check and commits suicide jail. this point Tod 
never been very convincing, but his reaction his 
getable father’s quite reasonable refusal effect Danny’s release 
beyond all credibility; him his father becomes 
and the breach between them widens irremedi- 
Tod’s misery his job deepens, but refuses quit 
unless Grace directs him so; obviously has 
ich gnius making others responsible for his own in- 
yolvements. Much against her preferences, Grace final- 
had gives when slumps into completely vegetable 
existence. steady deterioration follows: debts, mis- 
new carriage their child, estrangement the marriage. 
eading Grace soon takes drink and consorting with her 
lover, Peter Stuckey. 
The climax comes Christmas. Seeking the one way 
adults Tod most, Grace decides that would 
get Grant, his best friend, seduce her. She maneuvers 
the plan with complete success, even the point 
arranging the act while she knows Tod eavesdrop- 
ping the closet. His shotgun blast kills both them 
the adultery. 
Atrial follows. Tod’s father uses all his influence 
with judge, prosecutor, lawyers, witnesses, and news- 
gain acquittal against Tod’s wishes. Tod’s 
Leaf rebellion contemplated suicide, but rises 
from this understanding between himself and his 
father help one another. 
The The four parents, Danny, Grant, underworld bully 
named Pinky, and some the bank employees are given 
robes detailed portrayal. Some this treatment, such the 
After courtships the parents, digressive; most results 
retardation without much service unity theme 
emphasis impression. Most lovable the lot 
probably Mr. Sand, henpecked victim disappointed 
wife. Grace’s transformation from dutiful, understand- 
ing, and loving wife the slattern, consumed 
hatred, who conceives the fiendish debauchery with 
Grant means convincing. The development 
heavily dependent upon flashbacks, many which 
are confusingly abrupt and disconnected. 
nent Despite these shortcomings, the story shows much pene- 
tration human motive and offers some scenes real 
first suspense and power. One finishes with impression 
emi- turbulence, talent, and skepticism. Perhaps what 
orld. needed most all forming the material 
more clearly discernible intellectual purpose the 
part the author. The judgment his intention and 
astable perception the aberrations, psychological and 
and moral, clearly dictate limited, adult public. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
and 
Ippolito The Castle Fratta 
Houghton, Mifflin. 589p. $5.50. 
erly Posthumously 1867, Nievo’s historical 
novel was written The Confessions Italian 


which was changed the editing The Confessions 
Octogenarian. Both titles are significant, the one 
because Nievo writing the history immediately 
Preceding unification that did not live see; the 


Nievo 
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other because the time-span the novel covers the 
eighty years from shortly before the French Revolution 
the abortive revolutions 1848. The novel’s im- 
portance Italian letters lies the fact that, after 
Manzoni, represents the most successful graft psy- 
chological depth the breadth national history 
the field fiction. 


The change title The Castle Fratta indeed 
most happy one. For from the focal point the 
castle that the eighty-year-old narrator bears witness 
the futile customs fading feudal osciety, society 
expiring under influence new ideas can neither 
absorb nor understand. from Fratta too, that one 
first feels the last moribund spasms decadent 
clinging the remnants splendor forever 
ost. 


What makes The Castle Fratta fine historical novel 
the fact that history speaks through its characters 
and the social milieu which they move. Carlo Alto- 
viti, the octogenarian, tells his own story, (hence the 
original “confessions” the title). Love motifs inter- 
weave throughout the political themes society dying 
and nation coming life. Carlo hopelessly love 
with Pisana, the capricious and wilful daughter 
the Count Fratta. What makes Carlo’s love still 
more hopeless his estate kitchen scullion, taken 
the relatives who served the Count feudal 
peonage. Pisana plays with him child and 
adolescent. serves the butt her whims and 
the outlet her childish rages. Restless, bored, ma- 
tured more than her years, Pisana finally betrothed 
elderly but wealthy patrician Venice. 


Pisana’s older sister, Clara, romantic model 
virtue, falls love with Lucilio, but cannot bring her 
love fruition because his low position the social 
scale—Lucilio the son peasant who raises him- 
self become important doctor, and what 
would call today freedom fighter. Clara cooped 
classical style, imprisoned literally prevent her 
seeing Lucilio. Her mother, the Countess Fratta, 
symbolizes the pitiful decay once proud aristocracy, 
she sinks haggardly into gambling debts and plays 
the more frantically recoup her ruinous losses. Her 
very sense values changes even her grace, her 
posture and her mien corrupt before the reader’s eye. 


There real artistry the work, much that 
patient approach produces its own rewards. “The 
science happiness the art moderation; but the 
little girl (La Pisana) could not see this and gave way 
her whims—because was her power so. 
Wanting always command and first everything, 
not strange that she tried set everything right 
with the society: “hoop petticoats were 
inflated that bunch women became real ex- 
plosion silks, lace sand trimmings.” The clergy 
the time split into traditional and liberal groups evoked 
like split the ranks the faithful: “The younger 
women were disposed favour their party (called the 
‘secularist” clergy) and only some old paralytics held 
for the rigorists, effect more envy than con- 
viction.” 

Great credit due the translator, Lovett Edwards, 
not only for his excellent rendition the Italian, but 
above all for the very prudent and necessary job 
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pruning that has made artistic whole out 
original whose ending was spotty with digressions. Mr. 
Edwards encountered the book prisoner war 
Italy. “It was only concentration camp that 
should have considered formidable undertaking 
read it. But, once tasted, was carried away the 
sweep the story and the vigour the language. 
The courage the translator equalled only the 
the courage the publisher. The courage both has 
made possible for English and American readers 
get rare insight the European novel the last 
century. worth every penny its cost. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Silver, Lily Jay Shadow the Sun 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Jan. 27,1958. 247p. $3.95. 


unsatisfying novel two refugees fleeing from 
Hitler’s power, Shadow the Sun concerns Nicole 
Levitte and her daughter, Monique, who take refuge 
isolated Cuban fishing community after leaving 
most devoted husband and father, wealthy French 
Jew, behind them. The mother, Nicole, supposedly 
representing other refugees adjusting strange world 
exile, relies her beauty attract wealthy Cuban 
bring ease and comfort back into her life. Several 
descriptions sexuality, both idyllic and brutal, are 
far too adept portraying details which, though they 
may intended add the sell-ability the novel, 
add nothing the overall theme refugees distress. 
Contrasted with her mother’s solution her problems 
the daughter’s life convent school; but dis- 
appointing and largely unnecessary that such large 
part the narrative must devoted apparently 
sympathetic development hedonistic pursuit 
pleasure before hasty and ill-motivated denouement 
brings remorse the mother and leaves the daughter, 
disgusted with her mother’s moral lapses, seeking 
become Catholic and enter convent. The mature 
and discriminating adult might read this novel truly 
discriminating adult would ever choose detailed and 
repeated portrayal sins lust for recreational 


reading. 
Hilda Meyer, 
Circulation Librarian, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Goldston, Robert 

Rinehart. Jan. 314p. $3.95. 
Take two jiggers Mrs. Radcliffe, the juice one 
psychoanalytical monograph, twist bogus history, 
and dash lesbianism. Shake well and serve 
moonlit haunted caustle. There you have the cocktail 
that author Goldston offers the reader this gothic 
novel. 

Little does the quiet Catalonian town San Pedro 
del Rio realize what for when the American 
archeological expedition rolls in. All that the town 
has offer old castle. Doctor Wilfred Carrol, 
renowned for his diggings Egypt and Mesopotamia, 
there with only half set instructions that has 
been unearthed Israel and intent making the 


The Catafalque 


Silver Goldston Ott 


Best 


excavation that will climax his career. His team makes 
motley group: ex-archeologist turned drunkard 
who touched off the expedition turning 
thaginian coin; disillusioned Pole who grew the 
ruins Warsaw; bewildered German 
tion camp guard, himself half-Jew; prim 
servant; and the doctor’s ripe but inhibited daughter, 
they roll: two jeeps, station wagon, sheep dog 
and falcon—to set camp with the ineffectual 
lage priest, Don Carlos, who conveniently has the other 
half the treasure map. Don Carlos has been trying 
live down his part the civil war but finds diff. 
cult this stronghold Republicanism. keep 
cropping obscure the main plot the local, 
powerful, man-hating Condesa makes things 
for everybody. 


The main plot itself puts severe strain the 
credulity. The castle, would seem, antedates 
goth and Roman. The Essenes are tied ingeniously, 
Briefly, one Judas Iscariot, member this Dead Sea 
sect, once saved the day for his confreres when his 
associate, Nazarene who took himself too seriously, 
was crucified, but nonetheless stirred considerable 
disfavor for the sect among the populace. Judas 
turned the monastery time take off with the 
principal scrolls for safe hiding the Roman army 
came over the horizon raze the place. did 
You guessed it, San Pedro del Rio’s own 
castle! Doctor Carrol, who identifies himself with Judas 
for his part his wife’s untimely death and seeks 
somehow justify himself, not only uncovers the 
scrolls but succeeds digging Judas’ own death 
mask. Come think it, everybody the book 
takes similar identification confusing series 
guilt-ridden flashbacks. 

Don Carlos’ faith shaken—for doesn’t Holy Writ 
describe Judas’ The whole Church peril. 
Madrid, then Rome, gets wind the discovery. The 
ecclesiastical machinery starts grinding, and before long 
the inscrutable priest, Don Luis, arrives confiscate 
the embarrassing loot. There some shooting; the 
doctor goes out his mind; the whole bunch bundled 
off the American consulate Barcelona 
ported. The caravan carries with however, 
static copies the world-shaking scrolls hidden dis 
creetly box sanitary napkins. San Pedro settles 
down again, hoping forgotten for another mil- 
lenium, brightened annually burning the devil 
effigy. Mention might made references and 
even some details rite honor the Carthaginian 
fertility goddess, Tanit, that occur periodically the 
story. 

Summing up: can only cite scrap from review 
appraising Mr. Goldston’s other novel, The Eighth Day, 
quoted the jacket: “No word but extraordinary 


will do...” 
Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 
Salle College, 
Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvania 


Ott, Wolfgang Sharks and Little Fishes 
Pantheon. Jan. 16,1958. 432p. $4.95. 


Sharks and Little Fishes Wolfgang Ott the story 
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friends they fought the Second World War, first 
who was drafted into the German Navy when was 
seventeen and served initially seaman mine- 
sweeper and later ensign submarine. 


The story revolves around Hans Teichmann, who, even 
sixteen, had the fine physique powerfully built, 
fullgrown man and was quick and ready with_his 
hands. Teichmann’s two particular friends were Gerd 
Heyne, whose father was professor Hamburg, and 
Emil Stollenberg. 


The book, which covers most the period World 
War II, Teichmann and his friends from herring 
boat, through “boot camp,” back the herring boat, 
now converted into minesweeper, the Naval 
Academy and then submarine with occasional 
the home Heyne’s father. The stark realism 
the descriptions the perils minesweeping, 
submarine stalking and pouncing its prey and 
the effects the crew the depth charging that usual- 
followed each attack spoiled over-emphasis 
and exaggeration. 


War, simply told, brutal enough. needs embel- 
lishing. Descriptions such that the exaggerated 
injuries and resultant “mercy” killings following the 
sinking one the minesweepers make the reader 
wonder how much the story true and how much 
the product the author’s fantasy. 


The author’s attitude such that the book should 
read “tongue cheek.” him nothing, apparently, 
was white, even gray, but blacker than ebony. With 
notable exceptions the officers were, best, mar- 
tinets; most were incompetent; all were lecherous. The 
petty officers were all moronic sadists. Only Teich- 
mann and his friends had any good qualities. Brute 
strength was most worth while, with ability drink 
quantities alcohol and frequency visits brothel 
vying hotly for second place. 


Neither honor nor morals have any place the book. 
Teichmann and his buddies, Heyne and Stollenberg, 
got their appointments the Naval Academy because 
they “knew where put the squeeze the right spot.” 
Stollenberg, who did not have take his own examina- 
tion until the next day, took Heyne’s final examination 
for him when Heyne was too drunk take himself. 
Teichmann and Stollenberg got themselves assigned 
the same submarine “after bit drinking with the 
adjutant.” 


The book one-sided that one wonders what the 
author must like. undersized, over-sexed, 
alcoholic, embittered injury his hand that 
brutal, often the point bestiality; frequently ob- 
scene. Acclaimed some “realistic” picture 
some phases the war, seems more the ranting 
man striking back with all the venom possible people 
and events which have—in his mind, least—done 
great harm. 


“horror” story, can hold its own with any 
the cheap, paper-backed “sensationals.” 


Capt. William Moses, U.S.N. (ret.) 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Graham Allis 


363 
Greek Fire 


Graham, Winston 

Doubleday. Jan. 236p. $3.95. 
You can’t imagine all the complications American 
reporter can get into should happen visit Greece 
the eve important national election. You may 
begin get idea, though, you follow Gene Van- 
brugh into “The Little Jockey,” Grecian nightery, and 
see him meet Anya Stonaris, the mistress one the 
leading political candidates, George Lascou. Things 
move decisively and quickly for Gene; for, before sev- 
eral days are out, becomes actively engaged in- 
vestigating accident which really murder 
motor-car, and challenging Lascou for the interest 
the beautiful Anya. 


Blackmail, revenge and corrupt political power provide 
three interweaving plots this deliberately paced 
thriller. Some the threads the story get little 
sticky when they are woven too fine, but Vanbrugh 
manages keep within the bounds the plausible. 
His resourcefulness tested the full when has 
just left the room the murdered Lascou, but forced 
circumstances join party visiting the press-room 
the Aegis the 50th Anniversary its foundation. 
The party inspects the presses from the beginning 
end, and admire the steady flow completed papers 
from the machinery. What puts Gene his mettle 
find the banner headline Lascou Assassinated, and 
another, Wanted, with quarter page photograph 
himself. After getting free from this situation you 
might think the apartment Mlle. Stonaris the least 
likely place Greece where Gene could find breath- 
ing space. Despite visit her apartment from the 
police, the maid, and the plumber, manages avoid 
detection, with not too much damage our sense 
the possible. 


Winston Graham has written novel suspense much 
after the pattern several his earlier books, not 
plot characterization, but the leisurely developed 
sense tension which his book creates. makes for 
interesting reading, with appeal chiefly more adult 


readers. 
Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
Salle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Allis, Marguerite Free Soil 


Putnam. Jan. 24,1958. 288p. $3.95. 

Marguerite Allis the industrious author series 
novels which trace the affairs and fortunes succeed- 
ing generations Connecticut family against back- 
ground early American history. simple nar- 
rative directness that has won her many readers, she 
has been recounting the role the Fields played the 
Revolution and, later, the settlement Ohio. 


Free Soil dramatizes the struggle between slave-holders 
and free soil men that was acted out violence the 
troubled prairies Kansas pre-Civil War days. The 
story begins Cincinnati where Lafayette Fields, 
dedicated free-soiler, has just returned from the Mexi- 
can War. has trouble finding job, but not wife. 
After brief courtship with Eve Montgomery, mar- 
ries her precipitously when her family Alabama 
objects the alliance. Their happiness short-lived. 
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Eve very much chiid, wilful, impulsive, with 
practical experience, and still very 
Lafe frantically trying study law and earn living. 
Chances steady work Cincinnati are slim that 
after year takes Eve and infant son off Kansas 
where holds some land warrants. 

There the conflict which will eventually erupt into war 
further complicates their life together. The unforeseen 
hardships pioneering, living shack and caring 
for livestock, are almost too much for Eve. Because 
she sympathizes with the South, moreover, she runs 
into the implacable hostility the other settlers who 
are largely from New England. Meanwhile Lafe 
busy trying keep destitution arm’s length and still 
find time work for the free soil movement under its 
capable leader, Dr. Charles Robinson. There raid 
pro-slavery gang from Missouri which devastates 
the countryside and separates the couple. Eve has 
learn how survive her own for while until res- 
cued friendly Indians. After unsuccessful search 
for his wife, Lafe finds himself engaged two- 
pronged operation: resisting raids from Missouri and 
trying thwart the violent measures the extreme 
abolitionists with “Mad John Brown” their head. 
Thus trip the East has Lafe Harper’s Ferry the 
moment John Brown’s celebrated raid. 


The result all this for Eve and Lafe long series 
misunderstandings and forced separations that seri- 
ously jeopardize their marriage. ultimately sel- 
vaged thanks the unfailing kindness the Robin- 
sons and Eve’s slow progress toward 


Free Soil straightforward piece writing sea- 
soned practioner the light historical novel. The 
author’s approach slavery over-simplified and her 
treatment the South more less patronizing. Never- 
theless the story wholesome, has some interesting epi- 
sodes, some winning characters, and should appeal ‘to 
young adult readers their less demanding moments. 


William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Williams, Mona The Marriage 
Putnam. Jan. 24,1958. 320p. $3.95. 

Perhaps better title for this third novel Mona 
Williams would Amy Styron—Divorcee. Although 
purports the story family broken asunder 
divorce, Amy, the wife, who its chief pro- 
tagonist and with whose brief fling are primarily 
concerned. 

For twenty years Amy had endured married life with 
Sam Styron, accepting his jealous attitude, domineer- 
ing manner and complete domination her every 
action. All this mental cruelty, (so the divorce decree 
would read), Amy suffered not only because Sam was 
devoted family man and generous fault, but be- 
cause something had done save her when she 
was young student. While they both were still 
college married her after had provided her with 
funds for abortion when she became pregnant 
another student. That was something that Sam always 
managed hold over her. 


Sam was now successful importer San Francisco 
and provided his family, well supporting his in- 


laws, with home the suburban community 


lingame. But with her two daughters, Diane and 


Wendy, aged eighteen and eleven respectively, and 
fifteen year old son, Jody, demanding less her time 
and attention, Amy began find her new life palling 
and weighing heavily. But this, too, she accepted 
her latent artistic talent became known neighbor, 
Clarissa Jones, gossip columnist for the Examiner and 
radio commentator. Abnormally feminist with per 
sonal antagonism toward Sam, Clarissa badgered and 
cajoled Amy until the latter permitted herself 
introduced Charles Hume, artist’s agent, with 
eye Amy well her paintings. Within 
short time Amy managed coax Sam into allowing 
her rent studio the city where she could each 
day and work. Becoming better acquainted with 
Clarissa’s Bohemian and degenerate friends, Amy’s 
hours away from home gradually began lengthen. 
When Sam arrives one evening take his wife home 
and finds party progress and Amy argue out 
until she states that she wants divorce. 

When the interlocutory decree granted Amy takes 
Wendy live with her San Francisco while the two 
older children remain home with the father and 
grandparents who have now moved into the house, 
Within short order many men come into Amy’s life 
but none stays very long, due Clarissa’s influence, 
until daughter, Diane, introduces her Eric Chambers, 
one her college professors. Days and nights together 
become more frequent, much Clarissa’s chagrin, 
whose views and use men are somewhat different 
from those Amy. 

Sam the meantime had gone business trip 
Hawaii and had returned, Amy hears, supposedly 
company with Mrs. Nesbitt. When Amy has her 
first public showing and Eric announces their 
ment she rather disconcerted the thought Sam 
having affair, perhaps intending marry, she 
gathered from the children. Since the divorce not 
yet final, when Sam plans sell the house, Amy 
ranges meet her husband. Almost simultaneously 
Amy learns that Diane, her jealousy piqued her 
mother’s love affair with Eric, had eloped but after 
four days returned home and wants the marriage 
nulled. Having also learned that Sam will not inter- 
vene for Diane, Amy asks Eric help. 

When last the meeting between husband and wife 
takes place, Sam tells Amy that has arranged for 
the annulment. Unexpectedly, Eric arrives escort 
Amy home. (And what “corny” bit melodramatics 
this turns out be.) Angered Sam’s attitude, Eric 
blurts out about his affair with Amy, who tearfully 
appeals Sam not belive that she ever stayed with 
the professor. Taken aback, and suddenly stunned into 
the realization that Amy still loves her husband, Eric 
retracts his statement and stalks out the house. But 
Amy’s ordeal still not over. Even though has 
accepted her, Sam still demands that she reveal the 
truth about Eric. 

With some eighty stories and novelettes her credit, 
Mona Williams may not the most accomplishe 
novelist, but she certainly does have the knack giv 
ing some old and hackneyed ideas new, not 
ing, twist. But then she knows her audience, and 
this isn’t geared hold the soap opera enthusiasts 
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spellbound, nothing ever will. You have the domineer- 
ing husband and the enslaved wife, never able for- 
get her bitter past. What else the modern woman 
expected let’s not gild the lily Amy’s 
case because she very pathetic and tragic figure. 
Breaking away from the dominance her husband, 
she allows herself overrun Clarissa, only 
escape and rush into the same loss self with the con- 
ceited Eric. But then stay clear and give the 
readers their own opportunity take sides. Material- 
istic the core and far from exemplary its moral 
tone, The Marriage most assuredly not for the young 


folk. 

Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York, New York 


Pangborn, Edgar Wilderness Spring 
Rinehart. Jan. 27,1958. 374p. $4.95. 
Hill, Pamela Here Lies Margot 
Putnam. Jan. 31,1958. 255p. $3.75. 


Neither these historical novels quite successful, 
yet, except for tendency read history backward, 
they not have the same defects common; each 
has its own distinctive shortcomings, thereby proving, 
suppose, that the pitfalls confronting the novelist are 
many and various. Edgar Pangborn’s book about 
colonial Massachusetts suffers greatly from its tenden- 
tiousness; his characters sometimes have life their 
own, but all too often they seem moving and 
talking accord with Mr. Pangborn’s preconceived de- 
sign emotional appeal for disbelief God. Pamela 
Hill’s primary failing her novel about fifteenth-cen- 
tury Europe that potentially lively story frittered 
away lot shallow femininity. 

Spring the story two young brothers 
whose parents were killed the Deerfield massacre 
1704. Escaping the massacre, the two boys make their 
way Springfield and are taken their grand- 
mother, but are able endure her version Chris- 
tianity for less than two days; they run away and man- 
age reach Roxbury where they have good, skeptical 
great-uncle who welcomes them and treats them 
though they were his sons. The rest the story con- 
cerns the growth manhood Ben and Reuben 
Cory. Ben’s way lies through couple sexual ex- 
periments and through his being shanghaied mad, 
piratical Irishman; leads odd sort life 
unwilling pirate his uncle’s captured ship until 
manages subdue his captor. Reuben sees the way 
science opening out before him and hopes find 
the study medicine some satisfaction for his great 
thirst for knowledge; settles down into quiet homo- 
sexual rapport with his preceptor, hideous old doctor. 


This narrative loaded with pair theses, the pri- 
mary one being that there God. There was plenty 
skepticism eighteenth-century America and none 
would question the inclusion atheist two 
novel; but Mr. Pangborn takes sides. centers his 
argument for atheism around the death the 
cent; proves that there God having Mrs. 
Cory struck down tomahawk just after she has 
Prayed delivered from evil. The argument not 
very rational one but suits Mr. Pangborn’s purpose. 


Pangborn Hill Hayes 365 


From then shows the superiority the skeptical 
mind making the pedant who tutors the boys seem 
his best when questioning all orthodox theism. 
The great-uncle made nobly serene faces death 
with denial God his lips. All the best people 
the book are atheists, some the worst are markedly 
pious. 

second thesis contends that homosexual should 
free fulfill his desires. Young Reuben Cory made 
attractive possible win the reader’s sym- 
pathy; given quick wit, much learning, and 
eloquence far beyond the scope the ordinary fifteen- 
year-old boy. His devotion his brother, his resource- 
fulness, his unselfishness, and his physical attractive- 
ness are emphasized. These traits are apparently 
designed make the boy’s relations with the doctor 
seem less monstrous than they are. doubt that the 
author’s plan will succeed with any reader whose criti- 
cal sense stays awake. 


chiefly anxiety make his theses more conclu- 
sive that Mr. Pangborn resorts reading history back- 
ward; his good atheists have religious and social atti- 
tudes that are touched the twentieth century and 
Reuben’s self-exploration belongs definitely the age 
Kinsey. 

One virtue Mr. Panghorn does have, however; when 
not writing purple patches—a luxury indulges 
from time time—he can tell story; one brief passage 
describing Ben’s fight regain control his great- 
uncle’s ship has some the juvenile but unfailing 
appeal Treasure Island. Ability this sort Miss 
Hill does not seem possess; Here Lies Margot she 
does poor job telling story. 

The Margot Miss Hill’s title the princess Margaret, 
daughter the emperor Maximilian. She was first 
betrothed Charles VIII France, but sent back 
home Burgundy when political expediency de- 
manded another marriage for Charles; next she was 
married Juan, son Ferdinand and Isabella, but 
died within months the wedding and Margaret’s 
child was stillborn; finally she was married Philibert 
Savoy, survived him, but then remained widow. 


Margaret was deeply involved state, first 
pawn, then one the most powerful regents 
Besides, she was most attractive person, 
capable coming out the north nad winning all 
Spanish hearts her radiant appearance. story 
could vivid one; not vividly told this book. 
There tremendous emphasis her sexual life—in- 
deed, Miss Hill makes the most the scandal that 
surrounded the death Prince Juan; but though abun- 
dant connubial detail may suffice give book popu- 
larity what used called the drugstore trade, 
intelligent reader demands some display real narra- 
tive skill. presented Miss Hill, the mind the 
great Margaret becomes incredibly shallow and tinged 
with strange, anachronistic protestantism. 


Alfred Face for the World See 


Harper. Jan. 21,1958. 183p. $3.00. 


Mr. Hayes the author The Girl the Via 
Flaminia. But comparisons books the same au- 
thor are unfair. Each book should stand fall its 
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own merits. This book, sadly, never gets the ground. 
nameless narrator clinically reports the aimless wan- 
derings nameless, frustrated Hollywood starlet 
through the labyrinthine ways popularized psychia- 
try. The blind leads the blind through the dark into 
the dark. The reader further confused the arti- 
ficial style the writer, who eschews the simple de- 
clarative sentence and clutters his slow-paced story 
with innumerable, repetitive phrases and clauses. There 
are almost many commas there are words. And 
when comes philosophizing, Mr. Hayes con- 
fused, wrong, illogical, that loses any stout- 
hearted reader brave foolish enough beyond 


page 17. 
Quinn, 
University Scranton 
Close, Robert Eliza Callaghan 


Doubleday. Jan. 23,1958. 270p. $3.95. 


This novel simply unbelievable. Lots things hap- 
pen; but plot hard find. Plenty research 
behind it, but the whole thing adds 270 pages, 
(and seems like 2000), vulgarity, obscenity, crude- 
ness and immorality. 

Eliza Callaghan, “tempestuous Irish was con- 
demned the gallows for forging one pound note 
against the Bank England. The death was changed 
Van Diemen’s Land, Australia, 
for her and cohort named Jacky. Johnny, her lover, 
was hanged for his part the crime and Eliza carries 
his memory with her Newgate Prison, the prison 
ship and Australia. Once Australia, after 
affair, (if can dignified that name), with the 
second mate the ship, she works servant girl for 
the Jailer. Naturally, she gets into trouble, sent 
the stocks, and finally the jail. She escapes, hiding 
wagon headed for the hinterlands. fate would 
have it, the driver turns out handsome young 
John Batman whom she had admired one night 
tavern. Naturally, again, cannot resist her charms 
and instead turning her takes her home with him. 
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Close Scott 


crowded last chapter the two set housekeeping 
farm the land, and look forward the birth 
child. John goes off expedition and his 
absence Eliza’s old friend, Jacky, reappears. now 
escaped and hunted convict, weak and frightened, 
“act mercy” Eliza puts bullet him. 
gently closed the door the shed, and wreathed the 
ambient light, she began walk slowly toward the 
homestead, await John’s triumphant return.” 


the plus side this fiction there complete and 
realistic delineation the appalling prison conditions 
the 19th century. Equally realistic and appalling are 
the descriptions the prison ship and life the young 
colony Australia. Neither Britain nor Australia can 
proud these pages their history. 

the minus side are the one-dimensional characters, 
the wallowing sin and depravity, the complete lack 
any moral sense. hard feel sympathy for 
Eliza; rather than tempestous, would call her 
headed. Hannah, the ’ore” the only 
son who comes close being alive. The one 
acter who personifies the hopes the new land, John 
Batman, makes late entrnace and vague person- 
ality. Surely, the filth and sin the prison and the 
ship could have been put across without repeated and 
pointless vulgarity which becomes obscene. Sin one 
thing, but sin with thought remorse quite an- 
other. Eliza’s “act mercy,” the shooting Jacky, 
presented kind noble act, twisted way 
looking murder. 

Far from recommending this novel anyone, and ad- 
mitting that some adults might read without harm, 
suggest that even for the few would waste 
time. Anyone interested prison conditions Aus 
tralian history would better read the encyclopedia. 


Mary Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Scott, Natalie Anderson Salvation Johnny 
Doubleday. Jan. 305p. $3.95. 

good fortune still happened have shelf 
The Story Mrs. Murphy which Natalie Scott pub 
lished 1947. had practically re-read that book 
convince myself that the authoress was the same 
person who has written this Salvation Johnny, for 
though all things change, hard realize that 
proven capable author could change that her present 
work unrecognizable fruit her literary skill. 
The Story Mrs. Murphy, were presented rousing 
story with breathing human characters full human 
emotions love, hate, remorse, gratitude; almost every 
page was full excitement, every other page full 
hope suspense. Salvation Johnny, regret 
port, lacks all the fine qualities which made 
Murphy delightfully real and readable. The characters 
Salvation Johnny, mostly Johnny himself and other 
members the Nealy family, all members the Salva 
tion Army, simply not seem real people. 


seems further that Miss Scott does little 
make understand with sympathy the work and the 
aims the Salvation Army. Johnny, the central focus 
the story, too contrived, straw man, precious 
person that reader instinctively dislikes him. And 
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possible praise too glowingly the object our 
doing the disservice repelling others from 
our lack restraint and objectivity. 


Most all, Salvation Johnny disappointment be- 
cause lacks sound story. There are lot inci- 
dents happening, but they are not knit into anything 
approaching design. The authoress does too much 
philosophizing about good and evil life, and gives 
clarification the purpose the noble Army she 
admires. One left with the hazy notion that 
avoid evil and good the thing out senti- 
mental sort spirit humanitarianism, without even 
having the surface scratched the deep meaning 
man’s sufferings, his evils and his great good. 


David Burke, 
Gonzaga High School, 
Washington, 


Catto, Max Gold the Sky 


Morrow. Jan. 22,1958. 285p. $3.75. 

One sunny morning dazzling airliner Trans-Ameri- 
can Airways took off from Khartoum route Braz- 
the afternoon the plane ran into freakish 
typhoon that sheated ice and bore earth 
small swamp near Juba-Juba the heart the Belgian 
Congo. one was hurt except perhaps the cost ac- 
countants Trans-American and her associated insur- 
ance companies. Worth three quarters million 
dollars salvage, the Sky” was abandoned 
hopeless loss the muck that lapped its bows and 
the gravel bed that held its torso above the scum. 


Juba-Juba, small auberge was run vivacious, 
middle-aged Frenchman, Paul One his 
patrons, Dennis Archer, cynical, bitterly humorous 
engineer who, after burying his unfaithful and alcoholic 
wife back the States, had spent the last two years 
prospecting for uranium the environs, but with 
luck, money, and only hatful bitter memories. 
Enter: two characters from England, Sir Rufus Aber- 
crombie, professor Hamitic culture Trinity, and 
his daughter Stella, geologist from London Univer- 
sity, both puttering around equatorial Africa sab- 
batical leave. 

The cool, masterful British Boadicea, who somewhat 
contemptuous males general and the 
heels Archer particular, conceives the fantastic no- 
tion plucking “Gold the Sky” out the ooze 
the jungle and floating down the Luindi River 
civilization and salvage. dint the cajoling his 
friend Berthier and his own desperate circumstances, 
Archer persuaded lend hand the project for 
share the profits, but under the command 
the omniscient Stella whom, with good reason, 
heartily dislikes. 

The result rousing tale adventure, sundry mis- 
haps—most them due Stella’s genius for putting 
foot the bucket—and derring-do. The animosity 
the two burns on, Archer’s engineering 
skill, knowledge the natives and 
succed, spite Stella’s blunders and her father’s 
doddering helplessness, extricating the plane from 
the grip the swamp, trundling the river 
path hacked out the jungle, and launching safely 
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its 600-mile journey down the length the Luini, 
where “Gold the Sky” and her rescuers run the 
gauntlet lurking crocodiles, frolicking hippos, natives 
bent blackmail, and the savagery tropical rains 
and fevers, while Sir Abercrombie tries mediate be- 
tween the contesting wills Stella and Dennis. 


the end the journey down-river, when success 
seems almost hand and all that needs done 
roll the plane cross-country its haven, Stella 
fouls the props once again adding four blackguards 
the party. These pilgrims-on-the-make straightway 
scheme wrest the prize out their grasp and all but 
succeed. However, Dennis, stronger and cooler man 
after his ordeal, once more comes the rescue. And, 
the end, mission accomplished, Boadicea and her 
knight-errant fall into each other’s arms. 


This tale adventure the exotic setting jungle 
and veldt briskly and vividly told. conveys some- 
thing the beauty and savagery Africa, the 
and degradation native life. The bizzare characters 
the fringe the story are sharply drawn, though 
Stella and the contest between Dennis and herself strike 
one slightly improbable. few passages are not for 
delicate sensibilities; otherwise this “Adult 
ern” plumped down African swamp. 


Jacklin, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Heinz, The Professional 


Harper. Jan. 3,1958. 336p. $3.95. 


Let said right the beginning: This excep- 
tionally fine novel, completely professional piece 
writing that should esteemed for many years come 
classic the field sports-fiction. takes pro- 
fessional write convincingly the people, the many 
different men concerned with prize-fighting, the days 
roadwork and training, the hours boredom 
camp, the anxieties and distractions managers and 
sparring partners and the fighter himself, and that 
without resorting vulgarity obscenity. Mr. Heinz 
professional. sports-writer many years high 
standing, knows the people and the places and the 
events writes about. knows how write the 
truth about them with understanding and objectivity 
and sympathy. knows how make men come 
alive dialogue and action. The result thoroughly 
satisfying novel that will leave lasting impression 
any reader and will offend the sensibilities one. 


Carroll Eddie Brown’s manager. Doc has been 
forty years the game; knows thoroughly and 
thoroughly honest and sure that last, Eddie 
Brown, has protégé who has the ability 
champion. Eddie came from the tough West Side 
streets New York, boy without much education 
but simple basic honesty, and with the sense 
follow Doc’s expert counsel and beautifully 
coordinated and controlled. Frank Hughes, 
lance writer, has been assigned write magazine 
article about Eddie Brown and this well, 
arranged accompany the challenger the training 
camp lakeside hotel the Catskills. through 
him that one sees and hears what goes there, and 
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the story told with reportorial directness that seems 
disarmingly easy but really evidence artful skill. 


Though major interest centers Eddie Brown and 
the faithful Doc, there are also little Johnny Jay, the 
lonely old trainer, garrulously reminiscent his own 
days fighter; Penna, the prankish and boisterous 
fighter under another manager; sour-faced but sym- 
pathetic Jean Girot, the Swiss hotel owner; Booker 
Boyd and Barnum; Memphis, the expert sparring part- 
ner; Paul Schaeffer, who would rather eat than train; 
Eddie’s perplexed wife and spoiled son; odiously 
real woman who does interviews; and host 
other minor characters, all authentic. 


The ending this novel will come smashing sur- 
prise; but does not violate the truth. Doc Carroll 
calls Eddie “The Pro”; Frank Hughes knows that 
Doc who the professional the title; but, said 
before, the real professional the man who wrote this 
absorbing story, Mr. William Heinz. The Profes- 
sional smashing good novel. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Mallet-Joris, Francoise House Lies 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 311p. $3.75. 
There doubt this reviewer’s mind that Mlle. 
Mallet-Joris her latest novel establishes herself 
novelist. The clarity her style unusual; 
the characters are delineated that they breathe, they 
act and speak according their inner motivations and 
the author describes them with sentence that fits 
their physical stature and gives insight into their 
thoughts and impulses. The plot, like that Bonjour 
Tristesse, deals with the mistress the main char- 
acter, Klaes van Baarnheim, and with the natural child, 
Alberte. There also the family Klaes, who 
greedy and hateful, and whose absolute despotism 
makes all those who come under him act puppets. 
agers who might well misunderstand and misinterpret 
it. The perceptive adult reader however will discern 
that this story based the theme that unless there 
marriage bond love can exist and that those 
whose lives are self-centered are doomed unhappi- 
ness and failure. Realistic and introspective, this 
novel has moral purpose. 

Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Wilson, Angus Bit Off the Map 
Viking. Nov. 14,1957. 193p. $3.50. 

Bit Off the Map and Other Stories are bits English 
life seen through the cracked and smeared glass 
author Wilson’s own cynical observations. his 
successful Such Darling Dodos, The Wrong Set, and 
more recently, Anglo-Saxon Attitudes, his hard and 
unsympathetic eye has anything sharpened more 
dissects with immense pain the disoriented char- 
acters these eight short stories. Mr. Wilson’s central 
idea that old Albion will never properly adjusted 
again now that the lines class and caste are becoming 
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blurred and the traditional values losing much 
force and majesty. Everyone must not settle down into 
his place, for that longer exists, but rather get his 
bearings the slowly deepening lines the 
map society. 


The heroes these stories have the dubious distinction 
still being bit off the map. This particularly 
seen the title story, where Kennie, moronic “teddy. 
boy,” adopted mascot pretentious circle 
existentialists. exhibit the force his own per. 
sonality, near nonentity, this pocket Myshkin commits 
murder. Then have the story the lunatic 
talist writing imperious letters non-existent 
while his family below celebrate New Year’s Eve 
playing bridge and deploring the dearth such men 
character. another story, uninitiated adolescent 
makes his approaches his uncle’s mistress, after her 
suicide attempt, only find she hardly knows what his 
intentions are. 


According the blurb, the story “More Friend Than 
Lodger” surely one the funniest stories 
appear since the war.” This account publishing 
triangle, hodge-podge expediency, adultery and 
whimsy, hardly run-of-the-mill humor but none 
the less humorous one lets down his moral guard 
and accepts the name irony. 


Bit Off the Map brilliant, readable collection, 
but going through the reader can hardly avoid 
residual guilt feelings toward his English neighbor, the 
feeling one perhaps has after willingly allowing himself 
partake particularly juicy bit gossip, without 
even trace sympathy. 


Block, Anita Rowe Love Four Letter Word 
Doubleday. Jan. 16,1958. $3.95. 


Mrs. Block, whose brand sophisticated irony and 
semi-realism puts her well with the avant-garde 
among the new crop ladies’-magazine writers, 
kind poet laureate for the well-to-do among New 
York’s suburbanites and apartment-dwellers. Her prin- 
cipals are all ages and sexes, but they are essentially 
from the same socio-economic caste. And her view 
them consistently depressing. 

This collection stories, least some them 
published various magazines here and England 
over the last ten years. That Mrs. Block has left 
formula fiction far behind may ascertained statisti- 
cally: the pieces are decidedly downbeat, many 
with the sudden, shocking, stomach-twisting unhappy 
endings the author seems fond of. 

one story, “Sabbatical,” for example, chic suburban 
matron Atlantic City for her annual “vacation” 
from Daddy and the kids revealed the final 
graphs nymphomaniac. another, “Something 
Old—Something New,” cultured, small-town beauty 
suddenly realizes she has been too choosy about 
pective husbands and settles for her antithesis: 
couth, fat-and-middle-aged ape from the midwest. 

perhaps the most repulsive all, “Gee, Miss Mar 
shall,” likeable young male carhop, treated wit 

genuine kindness and sympathy for few minutes 
lovely and mature film star, turns with leer the 
last sentence ask her she has mind.” 
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Most Mrs. Block’s people are sex-ridden, frustrated, 
and dreadfully insecure. The most frightening thing 
them their sense utter helplessness, being 
The woman “Sabbatical” knows her deg- 
radation but cannot help herself; does the young 
husband “Whipping Boy” who has well-paying 
job hates and takes out his son. Symbolic 
the whole genre Block protagonists the father 
“One Moment Truth.” longer love with his 
wife, and seen his cherished son bar with girl 
friend, “wearily his chair while the years 
nothingness stretched ahead. Besides, there was 
place for him go.” 


Sometimes compassionate, often cynical, Mrs. Block 
paints disturbing picture people surrounded 
artificiality, hungering for truth and love, without hope 
fulfillment. While her basic pessimism would dis- 
qualify her “catholic” writer the broad sense, 
there plenty moral lightning two her best 
“Genesis” and “Father Image,” which ma- 
amoral parents fail adolescent sons crucial 
moments. 


The title story meaningful, sympathetic 
the hollow café society existence glamorous model. 
And “Something Borrowed—Something Blue,” Mrs. 
Block comes close bitter anger the race issue, al- 
though her point spoiled the old slick-magazine 
trick withholding key facts from the reader. 


The author not literary genius: her narrative often 
plods, her dialogue occasionally contrived, and sev- 
eral the stories would discourage college creative 
writing teacher. For those who like their heart warmed, 
there are two upbeat yarns more standard magazine 
fiction: “This Boy, Jim Stephens” and “Man Among 
Men.” 


Mrs. Block bores one good deal less than most cur- 
rent short story writers. And one the most signi- 
ficant things under the surface her stories not only 
the moral discomfiture the well-to-do, but growing 
awareness among them class distinction, separating 
them from economic inferiors worldly goods, intelli- 
gence, and even the definition sin. 


James Arnold, 
Creighton University, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Smith, Elbert 
Magnificent Missourian: The Life Thomas 
Hart Benton 

Lippincott. Jan. 22,1958. 325p. $6.00. 


Magnificent Missourian the title biographer Smith 
bestows Thomas Hart Benton (1782-1858), United 
States Senator for Missouri from 1820 1850. Benton 
generously endowed nature for the role 
the making America. Indeed, had all 
the graces that politician could desire. “Tall, broad, 
thick, muscled, his great physique was 
topped off large, majestic head, strong but even 
piercing gray eyes, and large but not unhand- 
some nose which probably added his feelings 
identification with the ancient Romans.” was, 
Moreover, profound student government, was fluent 
Spanish and French, and could quote great length 
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and the instant from the Bible, the Classics, and the 
writings the Founding Fathers. 


The main issues the day were the distribution 
public lands, the Bank the United States, the trans- 
continental highway, tariffs, and, course, Slavery. 
the land question Benton advocated the sale 
homesteads for only twenty-five cents acre, and ftee 
grants those unable pay even this modest sum. 
Always “hard money” man waged war the 
National Bank, championed gold and silver coinage 
but paper currency. this issue the Democratic 
party split into “Hards” and “Softs” and Benton be- 
came known “Old Bullion,” name which pleased 
him greatly. Benton’s views Slavery were particu- 
larly interesting. was himself slave-holder though 
benevolent one. deplored the agitation over 
slavery disruptive influence likely split not only 
the Democratic party but the Nation well. was 
confident that slavery would disappear from this land 
had from Europe, and for economic reasons. “It 
cheaper hire man than own him; cheaper 
pay for the work does, and hear more him, 
than burthened with his support from the cradle 
the grave.” never defended slavery institu- 
tion and besought the Northern sympathizers let 
die out itself. Toward the end his life Senator 
Benton composed two outstanding works. The first, 
the Thirty Years’ View, surveyed his thirty years the 
Senate: the other work was entitled Abridgement 
the Debates Congress from 1789-1856. died 
cancer 1858. 


The name Thomas Hart Benton has been shrouded 
obscurity since his death century ago. While every 
schoolboy familiar with the names Webster, Clay, 
and Calhoun, only advanced students history are 
likely give Benton his proper rank and importance 
that period preceding the Civil War. Dr. Elbert 
Smith, Associate Professor History Iowa State 
College, has written this interesting biography 
justice the memory great statesman. Even the 
reader who has interest political controversy will 
find engage his attention this book. 
For example, Benton’s day nearly all gentlemanly 
disputes were settled duelling. Benton fought two 
duels with the same opponent, one Charles Lucas. 
Lucas was wounded the first encounter, killed the 
second. 


The stagecoach was the ordinary means overland 
travel when Senator Benton first went Washington. 
Unlike other senators brought his wife and five 
children the Capitol during the sessions Congress. 
The trip back home took two weeks. chartered coach 
drawn four horses carried them from Washington 
Wheeling, West Virginia. There they boarded 
river steamer for the journey St. Louis. 


When Senator Benton took his seat 1821 the Senate 
Chamber was only seventy-five feet long, forty-five feet 
wide, and forty-five feet high. was poorly lighted 
and poorly ventilated. Dr. Smith remarks that “debates 
usually raged with greater heat and less reason during 
the long summer sessions.” 


Altogether this book well documented account 
the life and times extremely able politician whose 
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scholarly interest the problems government might 
well emulated politicians any age. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 


Phillips, Lucas Escape the 
Putnam. Jan. 30,1958. 274p. $3.95. 

Escape the Amethyst Lucas Phillips 
(Coward-McCann) the story one the most 
heroic exploits the cold war, based official records, 
with the personal assistance many those who 
took part. 

The Amethyst, small British frigate, was her way 
the Yangtze for routine relief the guard-ship 
Nanking when, without warning, she was fired 
Communist batteries, suffering severe damage and many 
personnel casualties. Seventeen were killed and about 
twenty injured, many them seriously, including the 
captain, who died his wounds two days later. 

the officers, only Ensign Hett, Gunner Monaghan 
and Lieutenant (junior grade) Strain, who was 
board only passenger, were unhurt. 


Thereafter, for more than three months, the practically 
helpless Amethyst was held prisoner, literally gun’s 
point, the Communists while they tried extract 
confessions for “brutal” acts “invading” Communist 
territory, and admissions British responsibility for 
the incident. 


This was the situation which 33-year-old Lieutenant 
Commander John Kerens, assistant Naval Attache 
the British Embassy Nanking, played the leading 
part. Sent from the Embassy get more complete 
reports the situation, was ordered remain and 
take command. 


Week after week tried unsuccessfully arrange for 
safe passage for the Amethyst while the Communist 
commissar held that British confession and admission 
guilt must come first. Truly, the Communists were 
difficult deal with. “They are not normal our 
standards.” became apparent Kerens early the 
negotiations that the attack the Amethyst had been 
mistake, but “Communism must never admit 


the meantime, was plagued with the problems 
day day life, while the ship repaired the damage 
from the Communist guns best could with the 
materials available board. All the while the Com- 
munists made things difficult they could. was 
all but impossible get even fresh provisions. mail 
could sent received. 

order preserve the precious supply oil, without 
which the Amethyst would indeed have been “dead” 
ship, soon had shut all machinery down for long 
periods. the heat summer, the little ship soon 
became almost unbearable without ventilation. Even 
the supply “dry” provisions was running low. Finally 
the ship was half rations. 

Then, with barely enough oil left for the passage the 
open sea, with charts for the first few miles run 
that must made night, with barely half the normal 
engine room crew, the Amethyst finally “broke out.” 


Phillips Battersby 


But this more than the story Kerens. the story 
Weston, the Executive Officer who carried 
well for more than two days despite his serious and 
painful wounds; Strain, the passenger, whose elec. 
trical wizardy helped much repair the damage; 
French, the only remaining telegrapher, who spent 
hours end his wireless set; Fearnley, the 
doctor, who suddenly found himself the ship’s medical 
officer; Williams, the engine room artificer who took 
complete charge the ship’s engines; all the others 
board, and many others the Embassy, the 
Fleet and home who tried help. 

The book starts slowly the author carefully builds 
the setting, introduces the principal characters and 
describes the ship which most the action the 
story takes place. But, once the first shot fired 
the morning April 20th, the story races its end 
beyond the forts Woo Sung. 

Outstanding books such The Cruel Sea and The 
Good Shepherd have been based fact; Escape the 
Amethyst factual. not only graphic portrayal 
epic with fine descripitons personal heroism 
and initiative, but gives good picture the 
munist action China. 

excellent. 


Capt. Moses, U.S.N. 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Battersby, St. John Baptist Salle 
Macmillan. Dec. 346p. $6.50. 

There have been many and varied Lives the founder 
the Christian Schools. Unfortunately, the few 
raphies that would prove most interest, those written 
contemporaries who knew him intimately, have 
never reached the press. Dom Maillefer, O.S.B., 
Salle’s nephew, wrote account, and Brother 
nard, member the Congregation which the Saint 
founded, made résumé the bidding his superiors, 
the memoires sent them all who knew 
Salle. seemed necessary the Congregation that 
time reject both works unsuitable. The Church 
France during the early eighteenth century was just 
recovering from plagues Gallicanism, Quietism, and 
Jansenism, and was thought advisable engage 
more accomplished writer the job lest naive 
marks half-remembered anecdotes lead suspicion 
heresy the part the Saint. Jean-Baptiste Blain, 
canon the cathedral Rouen, man unques 
tioned orthodoxy, was set the task composing 
“official biography.” Blain made bones about his 
intention depict “saint” and edify his readers 
with endless pages tedious sermonizing. Salle 
emerges terrifying example the most rigorous 
asceticism, and indication given all the 
political social climate which lived and which 
influenced his life. Battersby, (Brother Clair 
laus, F.S.C.), has done much rescue Saint 
Salle from such well-intentioned but ruinous type 
biography from which many Saint has suffered. 
ing the past decade, has turned out such readable 
and scholarly Lasalliana Salle: Pioneer 
Modern Education, Salle: Saint and Spiritual 
Writer, Salle: Letters and Spiritual Documents, 
and Meditations. 
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the present book, Battersby has gone back the 
three original sources and has done exhaustive spade- 
work other contemporary writers and 
has chased down details attics, presbyteries, and 
hotels ville all over France. The result 
tive, immensely satisfying portrait Saint John Baptist 
Salle for the English reader, one that edifies 
bare facts. 


Saint Salle, Patron Christian Teachers, born 
nobleman during the Grand Siécle, abandoned 
ecclesiastical career and undertook the education the 
found himself dragged into circumstances where cooper- 
ation with grace only brought down him the grace 
for further cooperation and made the eventual renun- 
title, wealth, reputation, and personal inde- 
pendence happy price pay for life consumed 
faith and zeal. 


became central figure the history education, 
the first teachers’ colleges, writing classics 
the foundation and conduct primary schools, 
originating modern methods teaching, experiment- 
ing secondary education, starting adult education, 
establishing schools for the rehabilitation delinquents, 
and founding congregation lay religious whose sole 
aim is, wherever possible, the Christian education 
poor boys. The Brothers the Christian Schools be- 
came the prototype the myriads Institutes the 
whose purpose the education the 


poor. 


Battersby gives the reader wealth detail, both 
the French political, social and 
literary scene, well the mind Salle with 
its no-nonsense approach every problem, which 
there were many during his life: ecclesiastical opposi- 
tion, violence jealous schoolmasters, law suits, deser- 
tions, misunderstandings, destitution, and physical ill- 
ness. Reference given Salle’s all-too-few 
surviving letters, fascinating human documents which 
have surprisingly practical tone sends advice 
this Brother here reproves another there. Much 
the correspondence between himself and Brother 
Gabriel Drolin, who alone Rome trying estab- 
lish free school the Eternal City and catch the 
papal eye for eventual approbation the new Con- 
gregation. Here, perhaps more than anywhere, the 
gets intimate insight into the utter selflessness 
Saint who gives news about anything and every- 
thing except the crucifying events that happen him 


This book will greatly appreciated educators, 
sociologists, Francophiles and lovers well-written 
hagiography. well documented with maps, illus- 


trations, and portraits. The usually distracting foot- 
hotes are happily appended the last chapter along 
with chronology harmonizing the principal events 
the life Saint Salle and the beginnings his 
Institute with the historical and literary events his 


time. exhaustive bibliography and index also 
Provided. 


Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 
Salle College, 
Philadelphia 14, Pennsylvania 
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Tisdale, 

Marie Empress Russia 
Day. Jan. 16,1958. 319p. $5.50. 
Marie Fedorovna, Empress Russia might called 
domestic biography. Empress and Dowager Empress 
the time the Russian revolution, Marie, Minnie 
she was called, lived turbulent and fearful period 
history. This political and economical uncertainty 
faintly recognized the book, but for the most part 
the author chooses present the Empress her family 
circle only. Many the names one might expect 
meet here—Tolstoy and Purishkevich, for example— 
not appear; and many the reforms and govern- 
mental crises that took place during this period are not 
alluded to. That writer can present honest, well- 
rounded picture ruler without giving more atten- 
tion the local happenings that must have shaped her 
life enormous degree difficult accept. But 
all this apparently outside the scope the present 
biography. Tisdale does state and restate that Marie 
had more political influence than she generally given 
credit for, but fails vitalize this assumption. 
What emerges engaging portrait the beautiful 
wife Alexander III and mother Nicholas II. Balls, 
family events, friends and fun provide the setting 
which she shown. Marie began life Dagmar, 
daughter Princess Louise Hesse-Cassel and Prince 
Christian Scleswig-Holstein who was become un- 
expectedly King Christian Denmark. Her sister 
was Queen Alexandra, wife Edward VII England, 
and her brother William was King Greece. Dagmar 
herself was affianced the Tsarevitch Nicholas who 
died before the marriage took place. dying wish, 
requested that Dagmar marry his younger brother, 
Sasha, who would assume the position Tsarevitch 
the death Nicholas. Russian ceremony, the 
wedding celebrated, and Dagmar becomes Marie 
Fedorovna, Tsarevna Russia. her introduction 
the extravagant and corrupt Romanoff court, Marie’s 
beauty and kindness begin win her place among 
her new family and countrymen. Her philanthropy 
and popular appeal are effective off-setting some 
the bad feeling toward the autocratic Imperial family. 


Following the assassination Alexander II, Sasha 
crowned Alexander III and Marie Fedorovna becomes 
the Empress Russia. The home life the new Tsar 
apparently happy and tranquil—a strange break with 
the Romanoff family pattern. Tisdale shows 
domestic scene that comparatively calm spite 
the fear that surrounds it, extravagant the face 
general poverty, and popular spite general hatred 
autocracy. Court and family scandals much more 
ruffle this tranquility than national inter- 
national crises. Entertaining, royal globe-hopping and 
the marriages and divorces nobility play important 
part the Empress’ life. 


Alexander died the age 49, worn out the 
struggle his struggle with which the reader 
not greatly acquainted. Nicholas comes the 
throne and Marie takes her place Dowager Empress. 
From this point forward, the biographer more cogni- 
zant political happenings, but the main concern 
Marie Fedorovna seems still very personal she 
competes with her daughter-in-law for first place the 
affections her people and the heart her son. 
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After the assassination Nicky and his family, which 
she refuses believe, Marie seeks refuge first with her 
sister England and then Denmark, 
where she spends her final days with the ever-present 
hope that Nicky will soon arrive. 


There index this book and alphabetical 
who’s who and genealogy, but there further at- 
pretty tribute the last the Imperial Romanoffs. 
The taste and sentimentality the author require him 
pass over very lightly the less savory aspects his 
subject. The book charming, incomplete, por- 
trait the little lady who symbolized—to Tisdale, 
least—the best Old Russia. 

Joan Lonergan, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Wheeler, Elmer The Bashful Boy’s Book 
Doubleday. Jan. 16,1958. 216p. $2.95. 


Some years ago, when were teaching school, one 
our students began act queerly—but was nothing 
serious. The boy had read Dale Carnegie’s book How 
Make Friends and Influence People and was carrying 
out the various hints and suggestions. 


This present book reminds one very much Dale 
Carnegie’s book. fact doubtful that there 
single thing Wheeler’s book which not Car- 
Wheeler’s book much shorter and written 
sort “jazzed-up” style. 


The Bashful Boy’s Book evades almost entirely the 
fundamental causes shyness. According the au- 
thorities this field the causes are varied and surely 
cannot cured some simple remedy. Wheeler does 
not worry about this. offers very simple remedy 
which can boiled down this “Act you 
weren’t bashful”. runs through the usual gamut 
“Listen intelligently Don’t run away from your 
disability (Jimmy Durante) —Be kind and 
flexible—stay calm during difficulties—hide your anger 
and hate.” 


That all this bound help proven this way. 
(1) Elmer Wheeler was bashful. (2) followed the 
technique outlined the book. (3) overcame his 
bashfulness. (4) You can likewise. Transmitting 
the first three propositions, look vain for proof 
number four, the crucial one. 


Actually feel that book this type very harm- 
ful. makes things seem too easy. According 
anyone, (except lazy moron), can easily change his 
personality and addition land prosperous sales job. 
This simply not true. book this type breeds dis- 
couragement. You can imagine ambitious wife buy- 
ing this book for her husband and feeling mighty dis- 
appointed when doesn’t produce. This book needs 
only notice the dustcover that “thousands have 
been helped this book” and the poor average man 
who cannot benefit from book this type going 
suspect that one life’s rejects. 

Mr. Wheeler the author The Fat Boy’s Book— 
which seems have had wide circulation. 


Wheeler Schlesinger Walter 


also the mainspring the 125 Elmer Wheeler 
Clinics across the nation where, (the dust cover says) 
you are taught “to sell the sizzle, not the 
Wheeler himself must super salesman. sold 
this book publisher and will probably sell 
many people who thereby will receive lot 


and very little steak. 
James Ball, 


Buffalo, New York 


Schlesinger, Arthur Independence 
Knopf. Jan. 13,1958. 318p. $6.00. 

For those who admire precision 
historical writings, this book, subtitled “The Newspaper 
War Britain,” exemplary monograph from 
the pen Harvard’s elder Schlesinger. After 
ing excellent outline the American Revolution, 
the author inserts the role the press into the story. 
This might seem like simple task but one which 
the past has been badly botched. 


The revolution described for what was 
the overthrow government; and not viewed 
something creative. The war following described 
for what was fact—an energetic and successful 
tempt perpetuate the destruction the overthrown 
government. The creative work the Americans 
would not begin until after the actual fighting between 
British and Americans had begun. The work the 
Colonial press (later the American press) had its 
structive and creative eras. 

its destructive phase the American Colonial editor 
confounded the freedoms the press and expression 
wage literary warfare defense British 
Colonialism literary warfare castigate the same 
system. confounding these freedoms, these latter 
editors became propagandists and they did succeed “in 
undermining loyalty the mother country and creat- 
ing demand for separation.” The Loyalist editor be- 
came frantic voice the wilderness long before the 
fighting began. 

The creative phase the American press would not 
realized until individuals such Tom Paine began 
preach emotional brand patriotism and inde- 
pendence. Some editors followed public opinion and 
some obviously molded this opinion—but either case 
they were printing what the people wanted read. 
The reportorial accounts Patrick Henry’s attack 
the Stamp Act classic example this. The 
counts were irresponsible journalism but sound 
paganda. 

Libraries will welcome this monograph for their history 
collection but individuals may shy away from the price. 
But this the labor expert and from cover 
cover this stylistic monograph worthy imitation. 


Gannon, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Walter, Bruno Gustav Mahler 


Knopf. Jan. 13,1958. 176p. $3.50. 

Judging from the “preface the 1958 edition,” this 
valuable study one the great composers the 
late nineteenth century was written originally and pub 
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lished German. Maestro Walter finds reason 
change his point view his estimate now trans- 
lation “supervised Lotte Walter Lindt.” Walter 
knew Mahler intimately, was indeed close friend. 
has not attempted anything approaching biog- 
raphy Gustav Mahler; rather this interpretation 
orchestra; composer some the most difficult 
and soaring music, fully the tradition and the 
quality Beethoven’s and Wagner’s. deeply intro- 
intense man who inspired devotion among 
the musicians who knew his direction and inspiration, 
was also misunderstood, whether deliberately not, 
critics and still suspect some quarters which 
damn his work with the faint praise the label “post- 
Wagnerian.” That Mahler anything but mere 
imitator should apparent any who have heard his 
music well-played and have read this illuminating book. 


Brooks, Van Wyck From Writer’s Notebook 
Dutton. Jan. 182p. $3.00. 


Those readers familiar with Mr. Brooks’ many critical 
works, especially the Opinions Oliver Allston, will 
find equal pleasure the neat and often terse random 
comments writers and writing, varying length 
from aphoristic sentence here two-or-three page 
observation there. Very likely many these random 
thoughts and annotated quotations have come from the 
notebook; they are often subtly revealing the 
writer’s preferences and prejudices. should appeal 
particularly those who like read another’s mar- 
ginal notes borrowed book. 


Preston, Charles (Editor) 

Dutton. Feb. 96p. $2.75. 
Mr. Preston has again selected some 120 cartoons from 
the 1957 pages The Wall Street Journal make 
“third annual collection” that ticks off the absurdities 
and inanities Big Business from the top executive 
level down the BBA graduate trading his diploma 
start office-boy; from board room water- 
cooler and coffee-break; from the prevalence wives, 
mergers, selling techniques the threat automation 
dislodging secretarial aid. All get good-natured 
pointed ribbing and hoped that the solemnity 
the brokerage house will not outraged. 


Smits, Ted The Year Sports 1957 
Prentice-Hall. Dec. 5,1957. $12.50. 


This large encyclopedia-type book “Associated 
Press Digest” the outstanding sports events 1957. 
All highlights are documented with photographs and 
statistics and written clear, exciting, and interesting 
fashion. Some the photographs are spectacular 
many capturing the mixed emotions the par- 
The diversification American sports be- 
comes evident while reading the book. sport 


featured from baseball dog and horse 


Little known facts comparatively unknown sports 
Were special interest me. complete review 
international sports also included. Russian domi- 
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nance chess attributed the fact that game 
deliberation and patience whereas Americans are 
geared speed. 


This condensation 1957 sports recommend all 
sports fans and participants invaluable addition 
their library. The fact that this become 
yearly publication makes important reference 
book. The advent the quiz-craze attaches greater 
significance the value the book. 


Peter Carlesimo, 
Director Athletics, 
University Scranton 


Desmond, Alice Curtis 
Bewitching Betsy Bonaparte 
Dodd, Mead. Jan. 13,1958. 307p. $3.50. 


This the fascinating story the marriage 
more belle Jerome Bonaparte, Napoleon’s young 
brother. well written and documented. Because 
its title, expected this “corny”; but was 
pleased discover the kind book one carries 
around until the last page reached. 


1803, Elizabeth (Betsy) Patterson was the beautiful 
daughter Baltimore’s second richest citizen, when 
Napoleon’s brother visited the city. She fell madly 
love with him, defying her father and Society 
his company. Betsy and Jerome were married the 
Archbishop Baltimore, John Carroll, and enjoyed 
sixteen months highly romantic, adventurous life to- 
gether. This marriage, however, did not suit Napoleon 
and novel could present more interesting obstacles 
than history presented the course this true love. 


Unlike many novels, this has happy 
haps readers are familiar with Bety’s life, her untiring 
efforts fulfill her ambitions through her son; but, 
even so, Mrs. Desmond has written her story inter- 
estingly that can highly recommend it. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Bestic, Captain 

Dutton. Jan. 30,1958. 255p. $4.50. 
This the true story one the longest unbroken 
voyages the history sailing ships, seen through 
the eyes teen-age boy apprentice, making his first 
trip sea. Written the man who, more than fifty 
years ago, was that boy apprentice, the book tells fine 
story and tells well. 

The Denbigh Castle, three masted ship, sailed from 
Cardiff October, 1908, for Mollendo, Chile. Beset 
gales off Cape Horn, the brink disaster when 
her cargo shifted, forced “run her eastings down,” 
practically without food but with mutinous crew, the 
ship finally reached Freemantle, Australia—almost 
far from her destination when she started her voyage 
some eight months earlier. 

Nor did her troubles end there. Defection many 
the crew forced her sail from Freemantle with re- 
placements who knew little nothing the sea: three 
were fishermen; four were from sheep farms; two kept 
chickens. But Old Jowl had done good job recruit 
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that many. They, turn, jumped ship Mollendo 
and had replaced with others, almost equally 
ill-suited for their jobs. 


The ship was almost lost when caught under lee 
shore practically within sight her destination; only 
the fortuitous arrival small tug saved her. There 
were shipboard radios those days with which 
call for help. second mutiny threatened. 


Her first skipper, Captain Evans, burdened the re- 
sponsibility for the ship and her crew, was quiet and 
remote, but when occasion demanded—as did often 
—master both ship and crew. Captain Higgins, 
who took over her arrival Mollendo, was much 
more driver. “Old Jowl,” the first mate, lamed 
his early days before the mast and with voice like 
bull horn, asked favors and gave none. Mr. 
Owen, the second mate, was less martinet. All 
were capable sailormen. 

The crew, was usually the case with sailing ships 
the time, were many nationalities—English, French, 
German, Norwegian and Finnish. Big Charlie, the 
quiet, slow-speaking Finn, was the first chosen when 
the watches were picked; Hans, the Norwegian, was 
next. Cookie, through his contacts with the captain’s 
steward, kept the forecastle informed happenings 
the officers’ quarters. Mathews was the leader 
the malcontented. Only four were English speak- 
ing race. 

fine story “kicking canvas,” topsails and 
gear, wretched living conditions and worse food; 
good picture way life that exists now only 
memory and the printed page. The author has knack 
presenting the now unfamiliar language the age 
sail that one never loss for his meaning. 
Kicking Canvas good, pleasant, often fascinating 


reading. 
Capt. Moses, U.S.N. (Ret.) 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Litz, Francis (Editor) 
The Best Poems John Bannister Tabb 
Newman. 191p. $3.00. 


When first opened this book was overjoyed one 
who has found something that had been imme- 
diately look for old remembered favories see Father 
Damien was still leper white snow,” and 
Michelangelo and Beethoven were still creating, and 
oh, many other things. For, long before poetry got 
all tangled with problems and propaganda and the 
new critics, one could indulge merely for the 
luxury wisdom and delight. Then Father Tabb was 
old friend and enjoyment. 


Well, the years that intervened have left their mark 
and look old friend critically only find 
much better poet modern criteria than memory 
him would have led believe. Dr. Litz, Tabb 
biographer and authority, does excellent job point- 
ing out his introduction that Tabb was successful 
imagist long before imagism was the fashion. “He was 
the earliest the pre-Eliot poets write the meta- 
physical manner; and secondly, was obviously doing 
his way what Hopkins and Dickinson were also do- 
ing—using special syntactical approach achieve 


Best 


form extraordinary compression.” His most 
thologized poem, “Evolution,” even omits all 
His union the commonplace with the unusual has 
the economy and conceit that associate with Donne, 
Herbert, Crashaw. His lyric craftsmanship suggests the 
radiance beauty that shines through the poet 
through glass and lights thought that brightens the 
page; the reader sees burning and marvels the 
commonplace that made so. Form and idea 
simple, and the way Tabb combines them easy that 
one amazed the result. His short lyric form 
product intrepidity, not limitation, for 
limits nor rubs homely words threadbare. And 
does not give way life, the greatest Catholic 
poets do, gives way looking life 
parallels them. Those who have had previous ac. 
quaintance with Father Tabb will delighted 
back print. Those who not yet know 
have wonderful treat store. 


Kerns, Joseph E., S.J. 

Legend Death and Love 
Newman. Dec. 6,1957. 45p. $1.75. 
This very poem that tells the story 
the unknown trumpeter Cracow, pledged sound 
the Angelus each day, matter what occurred, who 
rallied the Poles new resistance when Ghenghis 
Khan and his Tatar hordes beset the city. the 
legend goes, this trumpeter mounted the church tower 
sound the Angelus but, before could finish his 
song, arrow pierced his throat; and from that day 
this the trumpeters Cracow leave the melody 
finished, stopping where stopped, his memory. 
Father Kerns’ poetry outlines this tale with economy 
and enthusiasm. very quickly and deftly stages the 
scene his words hurriedly cluster into pictures that 
make the battle vivid and vital. this legend were 
not true, here beautifully told that ought 
be—and that reaction which tribute both 
legend and the poet. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Nash, Isabel The Banquet Vanishes 
Little, Brown. Jan. 23,1958. 246p. $3.75. 

her first novel, Miss Nash succeeds admirably 
creating webby kind dream world sun-soaked 
Caribbean island named Pinta. One never really meets 
honest-to-goodness Pintano because the zany people 
The Banquet Vanishes are mostly expatriates. How 
evr fragile though the atmosphere may be, its 
tants are anything but. Madame Rosella Bowers, the 
proprietress and arbitrix elegantiarum run-down 
Inn called the Crooked Mile, raucous voice ruling 
from cocoon too, too flabby fat. She has male 
counterpart Catbird Stanza whose ample 
plays quivering obbligato the tensions his 
schemes. 


Billy Axel arrives Pinta presumably find 
(one discovers later that years old 
belongs unmentionably rich family). takes 
with Catbird and enjoys some peace for while 
However, Catbird cahoots with Miss Ada Lee (of 
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the Virginia Lees) and reveals Billy that and 
Ada” want only steal Rosella’s fabulous King 
Ludovic pearls, get enough money Miami and 
begin life over again. The pearls which adorn Madame 
Rosella’s superabundant bosom are removed but once 
week when she tends her abolutions (whether she 
needs not). They represent some romantic 
memento left her years ago when she alternated her 
life the stage with life the boudoir some ardent- 
admiring king. Well, Catbird gets the pearls while 
Rosella bathing, climbing tree (it must have 
heen ancient royal palm hold his weight) and 
fshing them literally with hook and pole. The ex- 
pected hullabaloo never takes place and when Rosella 
appears wearing another multiple strand the King 
Ludovic pearls, Catbird, Ada and Billy realize they 
must have been faked. 


Everyone gets into high excitement when Eliane, the 
Countess Caucluse comes visit her old friend, 
Rosella. meets Christian Monceau, old 
landed proprietor Pinta, man she had jilted her 
They make effort pick the strands 
their old love and for while they succeed. the 
end, alas, they their separate ways because Eliane 
Christian life Paris and Christian offers Eliane 
life Pinta. Neither seems able give their own 
world for the sake the other’s. 


Eliane has chihuahua named Prince Sam whom 
she lavishes the most absurd affection. and 
Ada plan kidnap (or dognap) the pooch and hold 
him for ransom. this point Billy can endure his 
double life longer and reveals the plot just time 
catch Ada going out the window with Prince Sam. 
This happens the height masked ball, where 
for the first time, Catbird and Rosella find they were 
made for each other. After talking with Christian, 
Billy decides back home, wiser, more mature 
man, who least knows how looking for himself 
now that has lived Pinta. 


Told Billy the first person, the Banquet reads 
with smoothness and sophistication that far sur- 
passes his eighteen years. The book fun, fine adult 
escape from the taxes for while. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D. 


Catechism 

Herder Herder. Dec. 1957. 448p. $4.95. 

The catechetical renewal mounting within the Church 
has found its best, most enlightened expression the 
famous German Cathechism published just few years 
ago. This cathechism, the product eighteen years 
pedagogical research the German hier- 
archy, far the best all the new catechisms that 
have followed this renewal. Though written for the 
dioceses Germany, and therefore directed that 
and schooling the children, won- 
derful example serious catechetics action. has 
already been translated into Spanish, Italian, Japanese, 


and translations into French, Dutch, and Polish are 


This Present volume meant pupil’s book, and 
handsomely printed and illustrated. designed 
cover some four years more religious instruction 
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beginning about the fourth grade level America. 
Though perhaps not immediately usable this coun- 
try invaluable anyone interested the catecheti- 
cal apostolate under any form, whether parent, 
religious teacher member the Confraternity 
Christian Doctrine. American catechists should en- 
couraged their work such fine example. can 
learn lot, well teach lot, from this volume. 


William Osterle, 
Department Theology, 
University Scranton 


POCKET PRINT AND REPRINT 
Upper Bracket Paperbacks 


From Penguin Books, Inc., there are four new titles 
the Pelican series: fifth volume the Guide Eng- 
lish Literature, From Blake Byron, edited Boris 
Ford and giving major emphasis the poets that 
Greek and Roman cultures, The Ancient World, 
logical study Memory, Facts and Fallacies 
Hunter, the University Edinburgh faculty, (A-405, 
$0.85; Roderic Dunkerley’s survey sources 
information the life Christ Beyond the Gospels, 
Gordon Connel-Smith’s summary inter- 
national affairs from World War 1956, Pattern 
the Post-War World Added Doubleday’s 
Anchor Library are The Complete Poems Hart 
Crane, edited Waldo Frank, (A-128, $0.85; 
Sigmund Freud’s rather dim-witted obstinacies reiter- 
ated Joan Riviere’s translation his monograph 
Civilization and Its Discontents, (A-130, $0.95; 
work quite dubious value Bertrand Flornoy’s 
The World the Inca, which this French explorer 
gives very readable account amazing culture 
now long dead, (A-137, $0.95; There re- 
markably complete new edition Roget’s College 
Thesaurus 414 close-printed pages one the new 
Signet Books from the New American Library, (D-1431, 
$0.50; I), and much recommended high school 
and college students The Brothers Karamazov, 
Fyodor Dostoevsky, edited Manual Komroff com- 
plete and presumably translated Mr. Komroff him- 
self, since other credited with the translation. 
One the great novels Western culture, this also 
timed for the new movie version soon released, 


(Signet T-488, $0.75; 

Westerns 

you don’t get enough the frontier and the frontier 
towns, the grange lands and the grazing herds TV, 
there new range-war story Elmer Kelton called 
Barbed Wire which making its first appearance 
print paperback, (Ballantine 247, $0.35; Louis 
Sitka, reprint, (Bantam A-1713, $0.35; I), 
confirms our impression L’Amour topflight writer 
this genre. The setting Alaska 1867 with Russia 
the adversary Bantam also re-reprints the follow- 
ing: Zane Grey’s Nevada, (A-1717, $0.35; Zane 
Grey’s The Last the Plainsmen, (A-1718, $0.35; 
Borden Chase’s Blazing Guns the Chisholm 
Trail, which now called Red River, (1725, $0.25; 
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Luke Short’s Ambush, (1710, $0.25; Year 
the Gun Giff Cheshire first printing this tale 
set Montana 1886, (Dell A-147, $0.25; 
Frank O’Rourke’s The Diamond Hitch about reck- 
less but resourceful cowhand, (Dell 966, $0.25; 
The Secret the Badlands Bliss Lomax, (Dell 967, 
$0.25; I), treasure hidden Indian ruins and fought 
over the goods and the bads Peter Field’ Powder 
Valley Showdown upsets “perfect crime” standard 
nick-o-time fashion, (Pocketbook 1187, $0.25; 

The Vengeful Men Ray Gaulden (Permabook 
M-3110, $0.25; I), about murderer’s vow ven- 
geance against the jury who convicted Outlaw 
Archie Joscelyn gives its gunman distinction with 


solid gold gat, (Avon 798, $0.25; I). 


Mysteries 
McBain’s Killer’s Choice, (Permabook M-3108, 
ambiguous young lady murdered liquor store 
within the 87th Precinct and tough but tightly 
plotted George Simenon’s Inspector Maigret and 
the Burglar’s Wife, (Dell 964, $0.25; I), was reviewed 
her Mar. 15, Francis Iles’ Before the Fact 
deservedly added the Dell Great Mystery Library, 
(D-215, $0.35; Kingdom for Hearse the 
late Craig Rice, (Pocketbook 1189, $0.25; I), full 
tricks and turnabouts with criminal-lawyer John Malone 
untangling the twists Murder Baracoa Paul 
Walsh, (Avon 802, $0.25; IIb), somewhat ama- 
teurish mixture racism, voodoo, murder and sex... 
Night Cry William Stuart tough but take-able, 
(Avon 801, $0.25; IIa) .Peter Cheyney’s The Case 
the Dark Wanton, (Avon T-212, $0.35; IIa). inter- 
national intent but only intricate effect Agatha 
Christie’s 1922 murder mystery The Secret Adversary, 
(Avon T-210, $0.35; IIa), chiefly interesting show- 
ing the professional learning the trade Dell re- 
reprints three Erle Stanley Gardner’s tales under his 
pseudonym Fair, all featuring Donald Cool 
and Bertha Lamm: Give the Ax, (Dell D-213, 
$0.35; Spill the Jackpot, (Dell D-211, 0$.35; 
and Have Windows, (D-212, $0.35; 
Ib) Also Brett Halliday’ Murder Business, 
965, $0.25; IIb), second third time around. 
General Fiction 
Anton Myrer’s The Big War, (Bantam F-1707, $0.50; 
IIb), was reviewed Best Sellers, vol. 17, 
Meyer Levin’s Compulsion, (GC-756, $0. 
vol. 16, 305) Frank Slaughter’s The 
(Permabook $0.35; cf. B.S. vol. 16, 280) 
Knock and Wait Awhile William Rawle Weeks, 
(Bantam A-1706, $0.35; IIb, cf. B.S. vol. 16, 409) 
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Day Infamy Walter Lord, (Bantam 
$0. 50; cf. B.S. vol. 17, Brendan Gill’s The 
Day the Money Stopped, (Pocketbook 1199, $0.25; 


cf. B.S. 367) ... The Voice the Back 
Elizabeth Spencer, (Pocketbook C-272, $0.35; 
B.S. vol. 16, 306) The Innocent Ambassadors 


Philip Wylie, (Pocketbook C-280, $0.35; cf. 
vol. 17, 76) Mary McCarthy’ Charmed Life, 
(Dell D-214, $0. 35; IIa, cf. B.S. vol. 15, 223) 
The Enemy Below Commander Rayner, 
(Pocketbook 1192, $0.25; B.S. vol 16, 
William Henning’s The Heller was awkwardly 
ten when first published 1947; the reprint shows 
improvement, (Bantam, A-1708, $0.35; cf. B.S. vol, 
Lost Its Head, (Pocketbook GC-755, $0.75; IIb, cf. B.S. 
vol. 16, 279) Very early Maugham The 
effort, (Pocketbook C-273, $0.35; IIa); not very 
good novel about pirate Jose 
rilla the result collaboration Jack Beater and 
MacLennan Roberts. Sea Avenger, (Dell B-113, $0.35; 
MacDonald’s Man Affairs, mixing 
and the Bahamas, (Dell M-112, $0.35; IIb) Taylor 
Caldwell’s The Strong City, presumably about Pitts 
burgh people, originally appeared 1942, (Pocketbook 
G-274, $0.35; IIb) The Prosecutor Bernard 
Botein centers ruthlessly ambitious district 
attorney, (C-279, $0.35; IIb) Nurse Kathy 
Adeline McElfresh, (Permabook M-3099, $0.25; Ila), 
and Margaret Howe’s Special Nurse are dangerously 
sentimental soap opera Leonard Kaufman’s novel 
about adolescent hooligans was called The Lower Part 
the Sky when first printed; not very good then, 
not bit improved changing the title Juvenile 
Delinquents, (Avon T-217, $0.35; Hot Spell 
Lonnie Coleman the movie script adaptation from 
his play Next Kin, (Avon T-214, $0.35; IIb). 
Science Fiction 
Lewis’ That Hideous Strength first published 
1946), (cf. Best Sellers, vol. 36), reprinted 
The Tortured Planet abridged-by-the-author edi- 
tion, (Avon T-211, $0.35; Satellite Erik 
Bergaust and William Beller, 176 pages closely 
compressed printed description and diagrams, both 
semi-technical nature and represent adequate not 
exhaustive outline our knowledge the topic, (Ban- 
tam A-1765, $0.35; Frederic Brown’s Rogue 
Space about live asteroid, less, (Bantam 
35; IIb) Those Idiots from Earth Richard 
Wilson offbeat collection short stories and here 
first collected printing, (Bantam 237, $0.35; 
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